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Topic:

THETESTOFTRUEFRIENDSHIP

BibleText:1Samuel20:17

Teacher:AdewuyiS.Oluwatobi

Prayer

Fatherwethankyoufortoday,wethankyouforourlifeandfamily,asweare

abouttostartthiseveningbiblestudy,weprayTheHolySpiritguideanddirect

usinJesusnameAmen!.

Study

IwelcomeeveryoneinthenameoftheLordJesusChrist,tonightwewouldbe

treatingatopictitledTheTestofTrueFriendshipIwouldlikeeveryoneofusto

followcarefullyaswestudyThewordofGodbecausetheLordissettoenlighten

usHimself.Amen.Canweturnourbiblestothebookof1Samuel20:17Ifwe

readthroughthatchaptercarefullywewouldseethatJonathanwasthesonof

KingSaul,hewasaprinceandatthesametimeafriendtoDavidanordinary

harpplayerandashepherd.DavidwasstillunderSaulwhenthefriendshipof

JonathanandDavidstarted.

1Samuel20:17KJV

AndJonathancausedDavidtoswearagain,becausehelovedhim:forheloved

himashelovedhisownsoul.

KingSaulatseveraloccasionsdeterminedtoendDavid'slife,stillJonathanhad

alwaysleakedhisfather'ssecretplanstoDavidwhichhasalwaysmadehim

escape.Saulwasamanthatstartedwellbutmissedit.Davidwastositonthe

throneofSaulwhichSaulknewaboutyethewantedtostopitfrom happening,

hisheartwasnotrightwithGod,hedidthingsthewayhewantedanddid not

countGod'swordforanything,despitethekindofpersonSaulwas,hisson

Jonathandidnottakeafterhim.Inthemidstofallthesethetruetestof

friendshipcouldstillbeseeninhisrelationshipwithDavid,TheBiblerecords

thatJonathanlovedDavidashisownsoul,tolovesomeoneashisownsouldoes
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notmeanlovinghimselfthantheotherperson.

ItmeansnotplacinghisowninterestaboveDavid's,thisisinlinewithwhatthe

LordJesusChristsaidthat"loveyourneighborasyourself:"thissimplymeans

thatitispossibletoloveotherssamewayweloveourselves.Asbelieverswehave

toseekotherpeople'sgoodandwell-beingbeforeours,thekindofrelationship

betweenDavidandJonathanshowsthatJonathanindeedlovedDavidwith

passion,hewastheonewhowastosucceedhisfathernaturally,butGodhad

chosenDavidyethedidnotinanywaygetbitteredagainstDavidinsteadhe

workedaccordingtotheDivineplanofGod.Hedidallhecouldtoencourageand

helpDavidtofulfillhisdestiny.

Jonathanknewofhisfather'splantokillDavid,heknewSaultookDavidasan

enemyyethetalkedaboutTheLordcuttingoffeveryofDavid'senemiesfromthe

faceoftheEarth.1Samuel20:15-16KJV...no,notwhentheLordhathcutoffthe

enemiesofDavideveryonefrom thefaceoftheearth.[16]SoJonathanmadea

covenantwiththehouseofDavid,saying,LettheLordevenrequireitatthehand

ofDavid'senemies.Whenhesaidthat,itwouldhavebeenimpossibleforhimnot

tothinkofhisownfather'shostilitytowardDavidbuthewasreadytobe

identifiedwithrighteousnessevenifitwasattheexpenseofhisownfather's

interestsandthusofhisowninterests.ItwaslovethatledJonathanandDavidto

renewtheiroathandbecausetheirrelationshipwasborninthepresenceofGod

andtheloveofGod,itstoodthetestoftime.JonathanriskedhislifeforDavidas

hewenttoconfronthisfather,Davidwasalsowillingtolaydownhislifefor

JonathanheremindedJonathanoftheircovenantrelationshipandtheobligation

itplacedthemundertobehonestwitheachother,aspartofthathonestyhewas

willingtobekilledbyJonathanifheactuallydeserveddeath.1Samuel20:8KJV

Thereforethoushaltdealkindlywiththyservant;forthouhastbroughtthy

servantintoacovenantoftheLordwiththee:notwithstanding,iftherebeinme

iniquity,slaymethyself;forwhyshouldestthoubringmetothyfather?Ifonlyall

ourfriendshipswereashonestandunwillingtocondonesinjustlikethisone.

1Samuel20:18KJVThenJonathansaidtoDavid,Tomorrowisthenewmoon:

andthoushaltbemissed,becausethyseatwillbeempty.Davidcouldnotattend

thefeastbecauseofthefearofSaul,forhehaddeterminedevilagainsthim,

therefore,inthefirstdayofthefeastDaviddidnotcomeforthefeastandSaul
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thoughtDavid did notcomebecauseheisunclean.1Samuel20:26KJV

NeverthelessSaulspakenotanythingthatday:forhethought,Somethinghath

befallenhim,heisnotclean;surelyheisnotclean."Somethingmusthavemade

Davidceremoniallyunclean,yes,that'sthereasonhe'snothere"wasSaul's

thought.

Despitethathehimselfwasuncleanforseekingtomurderaninnocentsoulbut

hedidnotseehisownuncleannessbutwasthinkingaboutanothermanas

unclean.DespiteofSaul'suncleanhearthesawnoneedfornotbeingpresentata

religiousfeastbecausehewasswallowedupinreligiosity.Thisiswhatreligious

peopleareknownfor,theyalwaysseethewrongsinotherpeople'slivesbutdo

notseeanywrongintheirownlives.TheLordJesusChristsaidinMatthew15:19

KJVForoutoftheheartproceedevilthoughts,murders,adulteries,fornications,

thefts,falsewitness,blasphemies:Hesaidwhatmakesamanuncleaniswhat

comesoutoftheheartofsuchaman.Saulwasanhypocrites,hypocritesare

alwaysmoreanxioustoseeuncleannessinothersthaninthemselves,Inthe

samewaywehavemanyreligiouspeopleintheChurchofGodwhodonotbother

togivechecksontheirspirituallivesbutarebentonpickingoutfaultsinothers.

Saulwasindeedabacksliderinheartandonlydoingallhewasdoingasaform

ofshowoff,sinceGod'sSpirithadlefthimhehadbeenbehavingirrationally.He

toldJonathanthatinasmuchasDavidliveshewouldnotrule.Hecalledhimthe

sonofarebelliouswoman,withthisstatementonecouldsaythatSaulwasseeing

Jonathanasanirresponsibleson,andbecauseheseeshim tobeofabad

character,hecallshimhismother'ssonjusttolayblameonhimandhismother,

samewaymanyAfricanparentsare,theybelievethatachildthatisgoodisofthe

fatherandthebadoneisofthemother,whereasJonathanwasreadytostandfor

righteousnessatallcost.Hedidnottakeafterhisfatherinhiswickedstate.

TheBiblemakesustounderstandthatthehusbandandthewifeareoneflesh

andiftrulytheyareonefleshtheyaretotakeresponsibilityforthesuccessand

failureoftheirchildrentogether.AtruechildofGodshouldnotbehavelikeSaul,

Sauldidnotbehaverighteously,weshouldstoplayingblamesonpeopleby

tryingtosingleoutourselves,thisisselfishness.1Samuel20:30-31KJVThen

Saul'sangerwaskindledagainstJonathan,andhesaiduntohim,Thousonofthe

perverserebelliouswoman,donotIknowthatthouhastchosenthesonofJesse
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tothineownconfusion,anduntotheconfusionofthymother'snakedness?[31]

ForaslongasthesonofJesselivethupontheground,thoushaltnotbe

established,northykingdom.Whereforenowsendandfetchhimuntome,forhe

shallsurelydie.

Inall,wearetonotethatnomatterwhattheplansofourenemiesaretowipeus

awayitwillnothappenuntilwehavefulfilledourdivinelyordaineddestinyif

trulyweareholyandrighteousbeforeGod.Honestyandlovearetheattributes

prominentinDavidandJonathan'sfriendship.DavidtrustedJonathanthatallhe

wasseekingwashisgood;andJonathanexhibitedthesetruthsbygoingto

representDavidinthepresenceofhisfather,requestingtoknow whatSaul

thinksaboutDavidandthedecisionhe(Saul)wishtotakeonDavidifitisfor

goodorforevil.AsfollowersoftheLordJesusChristwemustbelikeDavidand

Jonathaninourfriendshipswithothers,weshouldbeabletogoextralength

becauseoftheotherperson,betrayalshouldnotbeheardofatruechildofGod,

standinginthegapbothphysicallyandspirituallyforourfriendsshouldbeour

aim.

DavidcouldnotbepresentatthefeastbecauseofSaul'splantokillhim,but

everythinghappeningatthefeastwaswellmonitoredbyJonathanforDavid's

good.Davidtrustedhisfriendsomuchthatheknewthathewouldnotseekafter

hislife,thisisthekindoffriendsweshouldbeandalsokeep;notthekindof

friendthatuseshisownfriendforrituals,notonethatbearsfalsewitnessagainst

hisfriend,notonethatdoesnotwanthisfriendtobegreaterthanhim.The

childrenofsomefamilyfriendsusetheopportunitytosleepwitheachother,this

isnottruefriendship.IndeedJonathanwasagoodfriend.Wemustaskourselves

thesequestions,whatkindoffriendamItopeople,canIbetrusted?Whatisthe

positionofmyhearttowardsmyfriends?JonathanknewGod1Samuel23:16-17

KJVAndJonathanSaul'ssonarose,andwenttoDavidintothewood,and

strengthenedhishandinGod.[17]Andhesaiduntohim,Fearnot:forthehand

ofSaulmyfathershallnotfindthee;andthoushaltbekingoverIsrael,andI

shallbenextuntothee;andthatalsoSaulmyfatherknoweth.Keepinggodly

friendsisveryimportant.DavidandJonathanhadacovenantandnoneofthem

sorttobreakthatcovenantforanyreason,therearemanypeoplewhobreak

covenantwhenevertheyseethatitwouldaffectthem ornotfavorthem,such
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peopleareruledandcontrolledbyself.

1Samuel20:41-42KJVAndassoonastheladwasgone,Davidaroseoutofaplace

towardthesouth,andfellonhisfacetotheground,andbowedhimselfthree

times:andtheykissedoneanother,andweptonewithanother,untilDavid

exceeded.[42]AndJonathansaidtoDavid,Goinpeace,forasmuchaswehave

swornbothofusinthenameoftheLord,saying,TheLordbebetweenmeand

thee,andbetweenmyseedandthyseedforever.Andhearoseanddeparted:and

Jonathanwentintothecity.AnadagesaysshowmeyourfriendandIwilltellyou

whoyouare.Thekindoffriendswekeepcantoalargeextenttellofthekindof

personweare,Ifyouareadrunkard,you'dkeepdrunkardsasfriends,ifyou

haveprostitutesasfriends,elementsofprostitutionmustbeseeninyou,Ifyou

arealoyalperson,loyalfriendswouldcomearoundyou,Ifyouarebornagain

youwouldattractbornagainpeopletoyourselfbuttherearecaseswhereby

sometrustedfriendsjustchoosetobecomedisloyalwhichisnotexpectedtobe

exhibited by true children ofGod.We mustbe known fortruthfulness,

faithfulness,honestyandloyaltyinallofourfriendships,wemustnotbethebad

egginthatfriendship,ifyoualwayscomplainofhavingunfaithfulfriends

aroundyou,thenyouneedtocheckyourselfifyouarenotunfaithfultoo.
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